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(New) ASSOCIATION

(production of)
new COSMOGRAMS

(production of)
THINGS

modifies the totality of the 
(new) COLLECTIVE

(not yet
“political”)

(no public)

2. (cosmo) POLITICS 2

= ISSUE generates concern
+

unsettles public

3. (cosmo) POLITICS
3

government rearticulates question

question = common good

citizenship

role of the state

law
(must be produced)

production of specific 
form of new polisinterest groups

4. (cosmo) POLITICS4

ISSUE absorbed

space of deliberation

demos becomes involved

production of ASSEMBLIES

the “public” as 
solution

consensus

rationality

5. (cosmo) POLITICS5

ISSUE stops being political

becomes FACT

NORMATIVE
“apolitical” naturalized awaits

historicization

politicization
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THING THEORY COSMOPOLITICS

THE PRODUCTION OF PUBLICS/COUNTER PUBLICS

11 LISTENING POSTS & THE PROGRESSIVE ENTANGLEMENTS OF THE POLITICAL
passions:
-indignation
-anger
-backroom deals
-violence
-protest
-legitimation

+ sites:
-street demonstrations
parliaments
-executive rooms
-command centers
-community halls

+characters:
-citizens
-assemblies
-ideologies
-deliberations
-votes
-elections

passions:
1. curiosity
2. affect
3. diffraction
4. listening
5. perturbation
6. diagramatic
7. tickeling
8. vibrating
9. sensing
10. enaction
11. empathy

+sites:
1. genome
2. stone pores
3. between waters
4. the virtual
5. inner ear
6. individuation
7. relationality
8. gradients
9. non-site 
10. chaos
11. movement

+characters:
1. fungi
2. bacteria
3. migratory forests
4. interstates
5. cougars
6. human stomach
7. denver
8. electro-chemical 
signals
9. boundaries
10. weather

relation + thing = ontology

(diagram utilizes the work of Karen Barad, Bruno Latour, & Isabel Stengers)
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